Valley Bible Woman		
Proverbs Intro & The Beginning of Knowledge
Proverbs 1:1-7
1/14/26

*Reminder to bring your bibles. 

An Intro to the Book of Proverbs:
	Author: Proverbs is also knows as the “Proverbs of Solomon” (as even written in 1:1). It is believed that this book is a final collection including 513 of his over 3,000 written thoughts of wisdom. In 1 Kings 4:32, speaking of King Solomon, it says, “He also spoke of 3,000 proverbs and his songs were 1,005.” Jumping to verse 34 it says, “And people from all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and from all the kings of the earth, who had heard of his wisdom." Solomon’s life is an interesting study and a profoundly good Biblical character God provides for our learning and growth. He authored Proverbs before turning away from God, (as seen in 1 Kings 11). 1 Kings 11:2 is a stark example for us and a deeply saddening reality for fallen people. After all of the wisdom God granted Solomon and all the earthly success he had by God’s grace, this verse quotes God’s direct command to Solomon and then the piercing reality of what power sin can have on our hearts if left unchecked. It says, “Solomon clung to these [idols] in love.” Heart breaking, but something we can all relate to and thankfully, have an opportunity to learn from. 
	Meaning: The word “proverb” is a poem format that translates “to be like” meaning these chapters and verses often use metaphors or similes to give the reader a deeper image of the moral statement it is trying to purvey. Similar words we may know are similitude or parable.
	Date: King Solomon ruled Israel from 971-931 b.c. However, most of the proverbs were likely written before his reign. These would include chapters 1-24. Chapters 25-29 were originally written by Solomon but later copied and included with the rest by king Hezekiah about 200 years later. Even though chapters 30 and 31 are labeled “The Words of King Agur” and “The Words of King Lemuel”, it is widely believed that this was still Solomon speaking under different names. The whole book of Proverbs wasn’t fully assembled until Hezekiah or shortly after. 
	Other texts: Solomon is also responsible for Psalms 72 and 127, the book of Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon. 
	Book Contents: “Proverbs contains a gold mine of biblical theology, reflecting themes of Scripture brought to the level of practical righteousness, by addressing man’s ethical choices, calling into question how he thinks, lives, and manages his daily life in light of divine truth. More specifically, Proverbs calls man to live as the Creator intended him to live.”
(MacArthur Study Bible) 
	Most important Proverbs question to answer: Where does this wisdom come from? 1 Kings 3 gives us the answer. 

1 Kings 3:3
“Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father…”
He loved the Lord and lived in light of that truth. 

1 Kings 3:5-6
“In Gibeon, God appeared to Solomon in a dream at night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give to you.’ Then Solomon said, ‘You have shown great lovingkindness to Your slave David my father, according to how he walked before You in truth and righteousness and uprightness of heart toward You;’”
He remembered the blessings and faithfulness of God in the past and the goodness that came to those who honored Him.

1 Kings 3:9
“Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”
He asked God who gives abundantly for something that is imperishable and more powerful then any worldly possession or authority - wisdom. 

Takeaway - Love (God), remember (God), and ask (God).

Read Proverbs 1:1-7

	These first 7 verses of Proverbs are the perfect intro to such a wisdom filled book. It lays out the exact reasons why it is so imperative that we read, live out, and teach the Proverbs so others can learn and live as well. 
	We see “read” or “hear” in verse 3: “to receive instruction”.
	We see “live” or “exercise” in verse 4: “to give prudence”.
	No matter your age or education, the Proverbs are never below anyone. We are all warned to keep at producing the skill of godly living, which is something that is not perfected this side of heaven leaving no room for excuse or that we’ve ever reach maximum wisdom. Opening our hearts humbly to God’s straightforward word and being eager to absorb a priceless and indestructible gift, which is biblical wisdom, is something every one who loves the Lord will be excited to pursue. 
	
(vs. 1-3)	As we already discussed, this book is written by Solomon, the son of King David and also reigned as king of Israel. 
	A special distinction between God’s wisdom and worldly wisdom is that God’s wisdom is not just knowledge. It is not just a degree or some advanced level of education. God’s wisdom is knowledge and love of what God loves and the outpouring of a life lived the way God would want. God’s wisdom is His perfect knowledge seamlessly blended with His perfect moral will. God’s wisdom combines His knowledge of everything with His holy, good and loving attributes seen in actions. How do we know what God intended for us? We read and listen, subjecting ourselves to the teaching of His wisdom. 

Ephesians 5:1
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.”
Proverbs 8:13
"The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverted mouth I hate.”

	This verse also clarifies that our gaining biblical wisdom is what allows up to have “wise dealings” or discernment. This discernment trains our minds in “righteousness, justice and equity.” We see flawed examples all over our world’s righteousness, justice and equity because they are not produced out of a God-fearing mind but of one that is shaped by human desire and selfishness. 

What is an example of worldly wisdom we can be tempted to follow but God rejects it? Are we careful to see our lives through the lenses of scriptural maturity rather than self-made ideology?
		
(vs. 4-6)	Prudence, or prudent, means to show care and thought for the future. Webster’s dictionary also says it is someone marked by wisdom, judiciousness, or restraint. This individual has or shows good judgement or restraint in matters of conduct. This is active living. Verse 4 says the Proverbs will give its readers “the simple” good judgment in their life, restraint in their actions and words and overall character of wisdom.
	The word “youth” is also used, which is always an encouragement to the young christian. This young person being in either years of life or years of belief. Youth is usually thought of as someone affiliated with foolishness or a lack of discernment. The bible says this does not have to be the case. Biblical wisdom can transform what is typically foolish to what is wise beyond their years. 

1 Timothy 4:12
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers.”
How are we able to set an example for other believers? Know God’s word! Receive with joy the proverbs of the Bible. 

(vs. 7) 	The grand motto or mantra of practically the whole Bible! 
	True knowledge —> fear the Lord
	Despise God’s wisdom and instruction —> you’re a fool
Pretty straightforward! 
	As believers and heirs of God’s eternal kingdom, we know and have the ability to obtain a gift while still on this earth worth far more than any gold or silver. True everlasting knowledge. You don’t need a degree, you don’t need lots of money, you don’t even need to take a fancy test. Just fear the Lord, love his wisdom and instruction. Have your whole life depend on it. 
	The book of Proverbs as a whole focuses a lot on the “fear of the Lord”. As much as this can be trembling fear in light of how awesome and mighty God is, as christians, we hold a fear of God that more resembles respect and honor. We, having been saved by grace, have moved from the fear of wrath to a reverence of Him in the knowledge of His greatness and worthiness of all worship. 
	This is a prefect way to open a book which it’s topic is wisdom. The fundamental foundation for true wisdom is a correct view of who God is and who you are. That understanding gives us this fear and respect of our great Lord and creator. 
 
Do you have the correct view of yourself in light of who God is?

Write down one way you would like to see yourself grow in wisdom through our study of Proverbs. At the end look back and see if this growth occurred. 

Pray and ask God to open your heart to His knowledge and instruction as we begin our study through Proverbs. May our hearts be humbled and excited to grow in true understanding which leads to wisdom.

