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The Hebrew word “proverb” comes from a root word meaning “to be like.” The book of Proverbs is full of comparisons showing us how various images illustrate the fundamental truths of life. 
The two major themes which are interwoven and overlapping throughout proverbs are wisdom and folly. Wisdom, includes knowledge, understanding, instruction, discretion, and obedience, is built on the fear of the Lord and the Word of God. Folly is everything opposite to wisdom. John MacArthur Comm.
Read Proverbs 1:8-19
Verses 8-19 is a father’s warning against enticement by sinners who will succeed if his son fails to embrace wisdom.
Verse 8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your mother
“My son” suggests a personal and intimate relationship. The word “hear” in Greek is to hear intelligently, often with implication of attention, and obedience. The word instruction refers to chastisement, reproof, warning, instruction, restraint. 
In the Hebrew tradition, oral teaching was a primary method of instruction. Fathers were often seen as the spiritual leaders of the household. Mothers were also involved in nurturing and instilling values within the family. The father occasionally gives instruction; but he is not always home as he normally is the primary supporter of the family. The mother normally is the one constantly home and gives the children instructions. Godly parents give the best counsel to their children when they set an example of holy living. Parents’ counsel is intended for the child’s protection from foolishness and deception. 
I was once a prodigal child. At the age of 18 I thought I knew it all and my parents did not know what they were talking about. I was in rebellion with their authority and refused to submit to their rules. Seven years of living my life the way I wanted only led to disaster. When I came to my senses I realized my parents were only trying to protect me from the evil of the world. 
It is God’s design for children to learn to honor and obey their parents as they grow up so that they can live wisely. When children listen and submit to their parents’ authority it reflects honor, respect, and obedience not only to their parents but to the Lord. As children learn respect at home, they will respect others appropriately when they leave home. 
Something to ponder: Wisdom passed down from God’s Word remains timeless.
Isaiah 40:8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever. 
Verse 9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, and chains about your neck
The graceful ornament suggests beauty and favor to one’s life, much like a victor’s crown signifying triumph and achievement. Garlands and pendants were symbols of victory, honor, and status. Chains (necklaces) were worn as badges of honor. Just as a necklace adorns and enhances one’s appearance, wisdom beautifies and enriches one’s life. Wisdom is portrayed as a precious adornment, signifying honor and grace, well-favoured. To the Israelite’s nothing was higher in worth than the garland around the head, and the gold chain around the neck that kings and the favorites of kings wore. 
Genesis 41:42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck.
Daniel 5:29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.
Proverbs 6:20-21 My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: Bind them continually upon your heart; Tie them around your neck.
Verse 10 My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent
The word entice refers to allure, deceive, flatter, persuade.
The danger of bad company is sinners will try and entice us to sin. We have a choice to join in with those who engage in their wicked pursuits or not. If we fail to embrace wisdom we will fail in sin. This warning reminds us to resist the pressure to follow those who pursue ungodly paths. 
Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who doesn’t walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand on the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers.
Proverbs 13:20 He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.
1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be led astray: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”
We each have the responsibility to make wise choices of our friends. Seek friends and godly mentors who encourage and guide you to live in righteousness. 
Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.
Something to ponder: Seek God’s wisdom in your decisions through prayer, and study of Scripture.


Verse 11 If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait to shed blood; let us lurk secretly for the innocent without cause
The wicked say, come with us, “everyone is doing it!” This is the enticement of sinners who seek to recruit others into their evil schemes. When a group is coercing someone, it is much harder to resist! This is the danger of peer pressure, if we lack wisdom, we can be lead away from God’s path!
In ancient times, ambushes were a common tactic in warfare and crime, indicating a deliberate and malicious intent. The wicked devise a deceptive plot in which the innocent is captured and victimized. Evil actions lead to destruction and harm, not only to others, but also to us. 
Psalm 64:5-6 They encourage themselves in an evil matter; They talk of laying snares secretly; They say, “Who will see them?” They devise iniquities: “We have perfected a shrewd scheme.”  Both the inward thought and the heart of man are deep.
Proverbs 13:20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will be destroyed.
Verse 12 Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, and whole, like those who go down to the Pit
Sheol is often used metaphorically to describe the realm of the dead, a place of darkness, silence, torment, the grave or death itself for the wicked. It is described as something that is incapable of being satisfied, quenched, and consumes without mercy. This reflects the nature of sin and evil, which seeks to devour and destroy life.  
The word “whole” suggests being taken in one’s entirety, indicating a complete and total ruin. “Pit” is another word for Sheol, emphasizing the idea of death and destruction. The Pit was often associated with a final resting place for the dead. It conveys the idea of being trapped or consumed by evil. 
Isaiah 5:14 Therefore Sheol enlarges its throat and opens wide its enormous jaws, and down go Zion’s nobles and masses, her revelers and carousers!
Something to ponder: Sin often presents itself as harmless or even beneficial, but its ultimate goal is to lead us to destruction!
Verse 13 We shall find all kinds of precious possessions 
The phrase, “We shall find all kinds of precious possessions,” suggests a promise of abundance of material wealth. This is the allure of material wealth and the temptation to pursue it through unrighteous means. It is a common temptation, but leads to moral and spiritual ruin. In the Bible, the pursuit of wealth is often cautioned against when it leads to sin or distracts from spiritual priorities. 
Luke 12:15 And He said to them, “Watch out! Guard yourselves against every form of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
1 Timothy 6:9-10 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
Verse 14 We shall fill our houses with spoil; cast in your lot among us, let us all have one purse
Raiding and looting were common practices among ancient tribes and nations. The Bible consistently condemns these actions, emphasizing that dishonest gain leads to destruction. 
“One purse” implies a joint sharing of resources. Wicked individuals tempt others to join them in sinful activities promising equally shared wealth and gain. This is especially dangerous if the means of acquiring those resources are out of greed and deceit.
Proverbs 24:1-2 Do not envy wicked men or desire their company; for their hearts devise violence, and their lips declare trouble.
Something to ponder: Contentment in what God has provided guards against the temptation of greed.
Verse 15 My son, do not walk in the way with them, keep your foot from their path
Avoid everything about the wicked! Do not follow in their footsteps! Restrain yourself and flee from evil! Reject sin at the first temptation, refusing even the association that can lead to sin. There are dangers of associating with those who engage in wickedness. 
Proverbs 4:14-15 Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the way of evil. Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass on.
Proverbs 4:27 Do not turn to the right or the left; Remove your foot from evil.
1 Thessalonians 5:22 Abstain from every form of evil.
James 1:15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.
We must be mindful of our actions and resist the temptation to fall into evil. We must make sure the path that we take aligns with God’s will and not the ways of the world. God’s children are to be holy (set apart). We are called to pursue righteousness and integrity. 
Psalm 119:101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your word.
Something to ponder: By living according to God’s principles, we can avoid the pitfalls of sin.
Verse 16 For their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood
The feet symbolize one’s path or choices. Running suggests eagerness and a readiness to commit acts of evil without hesitation. The temptations are tempting! The type of people who run to evil will ultimately take you down with them. They will do anything to get ahead, including shedding blood. 
Isaiah 59:7 Their feet run to evil, And they make haste to shed innocent blood; Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; Wasting and destruction are in their paths.
Romans 3:15-16 Their feet are swift to shed blood; Destruction and misery are in their ways.
Verse 17 Surely, in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird 
The net represents hidden danger designed to capture the unsuspecting. 
On some afternoons, my 93-year-old friend Dan and I sit on his porch and feed about 7 doves. One dove will fly cautiously onto the floor of the patio where we are closely sitting by. Then another dove cautiously arrives and another; the minute we move any part of our body all the doves fly away.
Birds are aware and extremely cautious and would never fly into a net they could plainly see. A foolish bird only sees the free food and in the process is trapped and killed. In the same way as the bird, we can be entrapped by evil deeds. 
Proverbs 7:23 Till an arrow struck his liver. As a bird hastens to the snare, He did not know it would cost his life.
Ecclesiastes 9:12 For man also does not know his time: Like fish taken in a cruel net, Like birds caught in a snare, So the sons of men are snared in an evil time, When it falls suddenly upon them.
Something to ponder: Do not be captured by the temptation of sinners.
Verse 18 But they lie in wait for their own blood, they lurk secretly for their own lives
Lying in wait suggests an ambush, a sudden and unexpected attack. Those who plan to do evil are out for selfish gain, and will ultimately harm themselves. The trap that they set for others, in the end, will tangle them up. Trying to get ahead by defying God only leads to disaster. God’s Word reminds us that all sin will be punished.
Psalm 7:14-16 Behold, the wicked brings forth iniquity; Yes, he conceives trouble and brings forth falsehood. He made a pit and dug it out, And has fallen into the ditch which he made. His trouble shall return upon his own head, And his violent dealing shall come down on his own crown.
Verse 19 So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; it takes away the life of its owners
Greed is often condemned as it leads individuals away from righteousness and towards sin. Falling into the temptation of sin never ends well. Greed as with all sin has consequences that affect not only us, but also those around us. Greed for unjust gain (did not earn or deserve it) ultimately leads to self-destruction, it promises much but delivers ruin. 
Psalm 62:10 Place no trust in extortion or false hope in stolen goods. If your riches increase, do not set your heart upon them.
Luke 12: 15 And He said to them, “Watch out! Guard yourselves against every form of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
True treasure is found in God’s wisdom and righteousness. Believers are called to pursue righteousness and godliness, trusting God to provide for their needs.
Proverbs 8:10-11 Choose my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather than choice gold, for wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her.
1 Timothy 6:11 But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.
Get wisdom and understanding. God generously gives us wisdom; all we have to do is ask.
Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding.
James 1:5: If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
Applying truths from Proverbs 1:8-19
1. Be obedient.
2. Follow the Lord’s will for your life and live in a way that honors God.
3. Make righteous choices and consider the long-term impact of your decisions. 
4. Exercise discernment in choosing godly influences that strengthen your walk with Christ. 
5. Seek the Lord’s wisdom as a guiding principle in your life.
Colossians 2:3 In [Jesus] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
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